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Fann A Porter is delighted to present our second solo exhibition with Egyptian artist, Hady Boraey, Migrants to the
North, a series of new works by the artist that delve into themes of memory, nostalgia, and childhood. The artist’s
inherently sculptural portrait style is ever-present in the works. Inspired by ancient Egyptian and Coptic art, Boraey
heavily depends on metaphors, taking his audience on a dramatic journey filled with poetic nuances, to coax them

into new territory beyond their comfort zones, where new horizons await.

*k%*

In the eighties of the last century, my childhood was in a spacious valley in the Nile Delta. The Nile passed in front of
my house. The color green covered every spot my eyes saw in this large ocean. In the house there was a huge library
that belonged to my father. It was a white library with vast shelves stacked with old and modern books, illustrated
magazines, and everything that could stimulate the imagination of a simple child. As | was searching for the edges of
existence, my hands fell upon a collection of stories dedicated to children under the title My Grandmother Told Me.
This imaginary collection formed part of my childhood conscience. It was full of myths and vast imagination, simple
texts accompanied by precise illustrations. | saw it as a miracle. | believed its stories as if they were facts and events
from history. | believed it and dreamed that | was its hero too. More than any other story, the stories of sailors and
immigrants took me to distant lands in the north. Where | searched for the beloved and the lands of snow and forests.

As | grew up and the days went by, sediments of these tales and legendary stories remained in my mind.

In this exhibition | see people with wings like angels. They have supernatural powers. They are peaceful and love life.
| see them in the traditional studio position. They stand and stare into the vast space. | see a family, a horse and a
plant. You meet all of these on your great path of migration. In your day you see them and touch their feelings. They
search for the desired dream land. They travel miles through lands that are colored with the colors of mountains,

deserts and valleys.

In my journey from childhood to maturity, | was affected and dreamed a lot of another distant land to live in. There
is nothing in it but a rock, a horse, a tree and a lake. A pure, simple dream. Here, in some of these paintings, | tried to
convey my childhood dream in paintings that carry many of the feelings of Hady the child, whose life took him far

from his home in the Delta. He still dreams of the legends of his grandmother’s old tales.

-- Hady Boraey, 2025
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About the Artist

Hady Boraey (b. 1984, Egypt) is a highly talented artist with an educational background in fine arts, having
received his Bachelor of Fine Arts (2005), Master of Fine Arts (2011), and PhD (2015) from the University of

Alexandria's Faculty of Fine Arts, where he was awarded the highest honors.

Hady's work has been recognized in numerous group exhibitions in Egypt and other countries such as Italy, the UK,
Switzerland, and the UAE, and he has received numerous awards and accolades for his art, including the Medal of

Appreciation from the Bibliotheca Alexandria and various awards from the Faculty of Fine Arts in Alexandria.

Hady's art is characterized by a distinctive painting technique that takes the viewer on an imaginary journey, using
the unknown as a metaphor to highlight the fascination and hope of many young Egyptians to cross the borders of
their own country in search of a better life. Influenced by ancient Egyptian and Coptic art, Hady's work features
sculptural figures, birds, and cats in a symbolic universe. Recurring visual elements such as boxes and necklaces
appear in his art and can be seen as both suffocating and protective. Despite the seemingly distant and cold nature
of his subjects, Hady's art is deeply engaged in a dialogue about anxieties, hopes, and the quest for a better life,

offering a unique and thought-provoking perspective on contemporary issues.

About Fann A Porter

Fann A Porter is a contemporary art gallery that represents a diverse selection of emerging international and regional
artists, with locations in Dubai, UAE and Amman, Jordan. The gallery aims to nurture the burgeoning and dynamic

contemporary art scene through quality exhibitions, non-profit events, auctions, and an active community program.

The gallery’s exhibition program includes eight curated exhibitions a year, and features artists working across diverse
media. Fann A Porter has established a series of dialogues and collaborations with curators, writers, museums,
governmental entities, and institutions to affirm its commitment to support the long-term development of young

contemporary artists from the Middle East.

In 2015, the gallery organized a charity auction Artists for the Kids of Syria under the patronage of His Highness
Sheikh Nahyan Mabarak Al Nahyran, UAE Minister of Culture and in collaboration with the UAE Red Cresent. The
charity auction helped raise over AED 500,000 to help the children in the refugee camps in Jordan. In 2019, the
gallery launched Art for All Collective (AFA) to provide a platform to make quality art accessible through bespoke

payment plans, a first of its kind initiative for the Middle East.



By hosting a regular public programming including exhibitions, talks, non-profit initiatives, and by participating in

fairs, Fann A Porter has established itself in forefront of the region’s exciting arts landscape.

Founded in 2006 by collector Ghada Kunash, the gallery was initially known as Vindemia.art, opened adjacent to and
under the umbrella of Vindemia, an antiques and collectibles gallery at Jumeirah Beach Residence, Dubai. The
same year, in partnership with Kempinski Hotel Mall of The Emirates, a dedicated space for the art, Fann A Porter,

was formed at the hotel.

In 2016, Ghada Kunash opened The Workshop Dubai, combining her two ventures — Vindemia and Fann A Porter, a
unique community space consisting of a café and design space, providing visitors with a unique artistic and cultural
experience. The Workshop with its naturally bathed garden is in the heart of Jumeirah.

With the vision to expand and provide a local platform, Ghada Kunash opened a second Fann A Porter outpost, in

Amman, located at Manara Arts & Culture, a creative hub and social space in the heart of Jabal Al Lweibdeh.



