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Juri Morioka is a Tokyo born painter who came to the 
US for the first time as an exchange student in Ohio, and 
currently lives in New York City. She received her BFA 
in Painting from Parsons School of Design, and has had 
solo shows in New York City; Portland, Oregon; Tokyo; 
Kumamoto, Japan; Dubai; and a two-person show in Abu 
Dhabi. She has participated in group shows with New York 
City galleries and in overseas galleries in Basel, Switzerland, 
Dubai, Damascus, and Paros, Greece, and Tokyo. She has 
been invited to lectures at various institutes in the USA 
and UAE.

Morioka has received grants from The Golden Foundation, 
The Ruth Chenven Foundation, The Puffin Foundation, 
The Institute for Civil Society, and the Ludwig Vogelstein 
Foundation, along with a chashama artist-in-residence 
subsidized studio space grant, and a full-fellowship 
residency at the Vermont Studio Center.

JURI MORIOKA (Japan)

Her works can be seen nationally and internationally at galleries in New York City, Tokyo, Portland OR, 
Sarasota FL, Petoskey MI, Damascus, and the United Arab Emirates. In addition, her work is included in 
numerous private and corporate collections around the world, including HH Sheikha Sheikha bint said Al 
Nahyan’s collection, Sony, and Burj Khalifa.
 
From her studio in New York City’s Lower East Side, Morioka writes, “These works are visualizations of my mental 
surroundings, helping me to remember who and see where I am in the ever-changing internal and external worlds. Like 
everyone, I’m moving about constantly, perpetually losing and finding myself along the way — searching for that land 
of peace which, for now, can be found only in our hearts.”
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Juri Morioka
Landscapes from other dimensions #1,

12.7 x 17.78 cm, 
pencil, water-based pigments, 24K Kanazawa 

gold and crushed semi-precious gems

Juri Morioka 
Landscapes from other dimensions #2,

12.7 x 17.78 cm, 
pencil, water-based pigments, 24K Kanazawa 

gold and crushed semi-precious gems
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Juri Morioka
Landscapes from other dimensions #3,

12.7 x 17.78 cm, 
pencil, water-based pigments, 24K Kanazawa 

gold and crushed semi-precious gems

Juri Morioka 
Landscapes from other dimensions #4,

12.7 x 17.78 cm, 
pencil, water-based pigments, 24K Kanazawa 

gold and crushed semi-precious gems
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Juri Morioka
Landscapes from other dimensions #5,

12.7 x 17.78 cm, 
pencil, water-based pigments, 24K Kanazawa 

gold and crushed semi-precious gems

Juri Morioka 
Landscapes from other dimensions #6,

12.7 x 17.78 cm, 
pencil, water-based pigments, 24K Kanazawa 

gold and crushed semi-precious gems
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Juri Morioka
Landscapes from other dimensions #7,

12.7 x 17.78 cm, 
pencil, water-based pigments, 24K Kanazawa 

gold and crushed semi-precious gems

Juri Morioka 
Landscapes from other dimensions #8,

12.7 x 17.78 cm, 
pencil, water-based pigments, 24K Kanazawa 

gold and crushed semi-precious gems

PRICE UPON REQUEST
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Juri Morioka
Landscapes from other dimensions #9,

12.7 x 17.78 cm, 
pencil, water-based pigments, 24K Kanazawa 

gold and crushed semi-precious gems

Juri Morioka
Landscapes from other dimensions #10,

12.7 x 17.78 cm, 
pencil, water-based pigments, 24K Kanazawa 

gold and crushed semi-precious gems



ZEINA SALAMEH (Syria, b. 1979)

Zeina Salameh is a visual artist and creative graphic designer whose artwork takes the form of etching, 
lithography, silkscreen, linocuts, monotype, printmaking, installation, and video art.

The artist graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts - University of Damascus, Graphics and Printmaking 
Department in 2000. She has been part of many humanitarian organizations through voluntarily educational 
workshops of fine arts. She is also a brand strategist and creative consultant for businesses.

Born in Aleppo, Syria in 1979, Zeina Salameh lives and works in Dubai. She has participated in group exhibitions 
and workshops within the Middle East and Japan.
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Zeina Salameh
The little balcony of our room - بلكون أوضتنا الصغير

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm

Zeina Salameh
Night & Roads 1, 

Block Printing, 100 x 140 cm
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Zeina Salameh
Sky - سما 

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm

Zeina Salameh
 Dreams - أحالم

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm
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Zeina Salameh
Western Wind -  هوا غربي ٢

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm
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Zeina Salameh
Western Wind -  هوا غربي ١

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm
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Zeina Salameh
5 illusions -  ٥ أطياف  

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm

Zeina Salameh
5 illusions -  ٥ أطياف 

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm
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Zeina Salameh
Brothers & I - إخواتي و أنا 

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm
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Zeina Salameh
Brothers & I - إخواتي و أنا 

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm
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Zeina Salameh
Rose petal jam -مربي الورد

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm

Zeina Salameh
Love birds - عصافير حب

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm
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Zeina Salameh
Aleppo Pistachio - فستق حلبي

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm
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Zeina Salameh
Ka3b el fenjan ـ كعب الفنجان

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm
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Zeina Salameh
Mahattet Baghdad Trains - ترينات محطة بغداد 

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm

Zeina Salameh
Animated Multimedia

Zeina Salameh
Mahattet Baghdad Trains - ترينات محطة بغداد 

2018
Etching, aquatint, and dry point

10 x 15 cm



Figurative painter Houssam Ballan’s canvases are informed by 
his accomplished technical abilities and through his extensive 
academic and research endeavour. As an artist, Ballan’s frequent 
experimentation informs the growth in his work as he works 
intuitively. In his earlier paintings, Ballan’s young protagonists 
are executed with close attention to detail, a form of realism that 
relies on painterly effects and meticulous line work to create a 
sculptural sense of figuration. As the bodies of his subjects are 
given dimensionality, the artist renders their clothes as lines, 
patterns, and evident brushstrokes with a stylisation that alludes 
to the passage of time and the presence of an ongoing narrative.  

At the centre of his work is the idea that representation cannot 
solely be based on what one sees, but the understanding of what 
one is seeing and the feelings it invokes in a person - be it through 
looking at it from different angles, touching it, allowing it to move 
you subconsciously, as well as other experiential interactions. 
Drawing upon the idea that when one tries to remember a person 
or a specific incident, that person or incident is not remembered 

HOUSSAM BALLAN (Syria, b. 1983)

in concrete shapes and lines and colours, but blurred into an overall multi-dimensional feeling, the artist minimalises 
the detail in his work.  

Ballan’s paintings are reminiscent of icons - the figures are usually situated in the centre of the canvas, adding light to 
his work without painting any shadows on their faces. The artist minimalises the size of the figures bodies, ignoring 
original dimensions, also characteristic of icons. Ballan explains that ‘when painting an icon, Christian painters didn’t 
care more about the sacred story or idea than other aspects of the work. I like this spontaneity in painting.’ 

Ballan is a tutor and member of the Teacher’s Association at the University of Damascus since 2009. Between 1999 
and 2007, he participated in workshops with artist J. Bradley Adams and painter Jose Friexanes, and trained in mural 
painting with Pierre Palas. The artist was part of the 13th Cairo Biennale, Cairo (2019). Ballan has participated in 
numerous solo and group exhibitions including Litehouse Gallery, London, UK (2020); BBA Gallery, Berlin, Germany 
(2019); Hafez Gallery, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia (2019); Manara Arts & Culture, Jordan (2019); Atelier Stories, Paris, 
France (2018); Fann A Porter, Dubai, UAE (2020, 2019, 2018), Mark Hachem Gallery, Beirut, Lebanon (2014); Arab 
Cultural Centre (2010, 2007, and 2005); Ayyam Gallery, Damascus, Syria (2006); French Cultural Centre, Damascus, 
Syria, (2004); among others. His works can be found in numerous private and public collections. 

Ballan was born in 1983 in Sweida, Syria where he currently lives and works. 
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Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 25 x 32.5 cm

Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 25 x 32 cm
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Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 24.5 x 33 cm

Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 29.5 x 24.5 cm
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Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 20 x 29 cm

Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 20 x 29 cm
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Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 32 x 25 cm

Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 24.5 x 30 cm
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Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 32 x 25 cm

Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 32 x 25 cm
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Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 32 x 21.5 cm

Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 20 x 29 cm
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Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 21 x 29 cm

Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 20 x 29 cm
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Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 32 x 21.5 cm

Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 20 x 29 cm
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Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 20 x 29 cm

Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 21 x 33 cm
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Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 20 x 29 cm

Houssam Ballan, Untitled, 2015, 
mixed media on paper, 21 x 33 cm



OMAR NAJJAR (Jordan, b. 1992)

Omar Najjar is known for his innovative style that he describes as “structured chaos.” His paintings come 
across as a modern take on impressionism; their quotidian subject matter is elevated to the sublime, providing 
a profound, if understated, view of the human experience. Expertly manipulating oil, pastels and charcoal, 
Omar’s instantly recognizable work is characterized by broad brush strokes that give a suggestion to the 
story without giving the details fully.

Born in 1992 in Amman, Jordan, Omar Najjar graduated from the Jordan University’s Fine Arts Department. 
The artist group and solo exhibitions include The artist group and solo exhibitions include Manara Arts & 
Culture, Amman, Jordan (2020, 2019); BBA Gallery, Berlin, Germany (2019),  Zara Gallery, Amman, Jordan 
(2018), Wadi Finan, Amman, Jordan (2016); Al Bareh Gallery, Bahrain (2016); Fann A Porter, Dubai, UAE 
(2015); Nabad Art Gallery, Amman, Jordan (2014).

Omar Najjar’s works are housed in various private and public institutions including the Palestine Museum, 
USA. 
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Omar Najjar, At Night, 2020
Pastel on paper, 30 x 34 cm

Omar Najjar, Isolated, 2020
Pastel on paper, 48 x 26.5 cm
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Majd Kurdieh, Sleeping, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 16 x 30 cm
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Majd Kurdieh, Meat, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 20 x 30 cm
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Omar Najjar, غيوم
2020 Pastel on paper, 28 x 32 cm



Artist Majd Kurdieh’s practice 
incorporates painting, drawing, and 
literature using recurring figures that 
stand to tell a story, usually carrying a 
strong moral and positive reinforcement 
that the artist projects into the world. 

Kurdieh’s childlike paintings incorporates 
strong literary and story-telling 
techniques. He paints recurring whimsical 
characters that seem to narrate a story. 
Over the past four years, the artist has 
created a ‘cast of characters’, the two 
main ones being the Fasaeen (Arabic for 
‘tiny ones’). The stories told through the 
representation of these figures are not 
specific stories that the artist references 
but rather ones that could apply to 
any viewer, leaving room for personal 

MAJD KURDIEH (Syria, b. 1985)

interpretation. The Fasaeen, one boy (Fasoon) and one girl (Fasooneh), always smiling despite the fact their 
world is filled with hardships, are usually accompanied by other characters.  The group of characters comes 
together to make what the artist calls ‘The Very Scary Butterfly Gang’. Using the paradox of a butterfly and 
it being very scary, Kurdieh touches upon harsh topics with immense gentleness. At first glance, the works 
seem cartoonlike and simple, however, upon further investigation, the viewer is drawn into a complex world 
that the artist has been able to simplify, almost with a childlike innocence.

Recently, Kurdieh has featured in solo and group exhibitions at Azad Gallery, Cairo, Egypt (2021); Cairo Art 
Fair (2020); BBA Gallery, Berlin (2019), Manara Arts & Culture, Jordan (2020, 2019); Fann-A-Porter, Dubai 
(2020, 2019, 2018, 2016), El-Sawy Culture Wheel, Cairo (2019), and Athar Al Farasheh, Aleppo (2011), 
Sikka Art Fair, Dubai (2018) and Art Bahrain, Manama (2019, 2018). His works are housed in public and 
private collections in the Middle East and abroad, including HE Dr. Zaki Nusseibeh’s private collection and 
Atassi Foundation. 

Born in Aleppo, Syria in 1985, Kurdieh lives and works in Amsheet, Lebanon. 

[“- Let’s dance above the sadness 
*What are the steps? 

- Improvise, there’s no time for steps”]
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Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 36 x 13 cm

[The sorrows of faraway houses]

Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 28 x 38 cm
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Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 28 x 40 cm

[“There is a noisy quiet, an optimistic pessimism, 
a lonely crowd, and a bright darkness.  

We present to you your anchor who knows 
nothing: Mr. Elephant with a fish for a heart 

coming to you live from inside his heart“]

[“-Hello hello, do you know what hsjajdbue is? 
*No 

- It’s what I’m feeling, my friend 
* Me too, my friend. Me too.“]

AED 2,200 + VAT

Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 28 x 38 cm

[What is known cannot be masked, 
even if the shroud remains]

- Al Imam AlI
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Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 28 x 38 cm

[“- Our King, tell us your life story 
* I fell in love, then I came alive, 

and then life happened“]

Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 28 x 38 cm
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Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 33 x 23 cm

[The patience of loved ones lies in the distance]
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Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 33 x 23 cm

[“Every glance from you is a triumph”]
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Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 28 x 38 cm

[“- And now, what is my name O Abyss? 
*Mr. Mouse who knows nothing of the impossible 

- I didn’t like the tone of your voice, 
please repeat from the beginning“]

Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 28 x 38 cm
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Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 28 x 38 cm

[We interrupt our usual broadcast in the midst of 
this chaos to remind you to remember yourself, 

even if just for a moment. 
And now we return to WatermelonFM Radio.]

[Be warned, in front of you lies an elephant 
playing dumb but in truth he is just trying to 

mask his feelings.]
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Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 28 x 38 cm

[I am my own abyss]
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Majd Kurdieh, Untitled, 2020
Watercolor on paper, 27 x 27 cm



»فن آ بورتيه« هو معرض فني معاصر يمثل مجموعة متنوعة من الفنانين العالميين 
والمحليين الناشئين. ويهدف المعرض إلى إثراء المشهد الفني المعاصر المزدهر والمتغير 

من خالل معارض راقية، وفَعاليات غير هادفة للربح، ومزادات، وبرنامج مشاركة 
مجتمعية نشط. 

تتواجد فروع »فن آ بورتيه« في دبي - اإلمارات العربية المتحدة، وعّمان – األردن.

حيث يوجد فرع »فن آ بورتيه« بدبي في »ذا وورك شوب« ، ذلك أنه مكان فريد يضم 
قاعة عرض فني، وكافيه، واستوديو للتصميم، ومتجر فني. مكان واحد يقدم تجربة فنية 

وثقافية فريدة ومتنوعة. ويحظى »ذا وورك شوب« بموقع متميز في قلب حي جميرا بدبي 
حيث اإلضاءة الطبيعية تسطع في جنبات المكان، كما توفر الحديقة إطاللة رائعة.

أما في عّمان، فقد وجد »فن آ بورتيه«  من مركز المنارة للفنون والثقافة مساحة لإلبداع 
والتفاعل االجتماعي بموقعه المتميز في قلب جبل اللويبدة.

نبذة عن غاليري فن آ بورتيه 

About Fann A Porter

Founded in 2006 by Arch. Ghada Kunash, Fann A Porter is a contemporary 
art gallery that represents a diverse selection of emerging international and 
regional artists. The gallery aims to nurture the burgeoning and dynamic 
contemporary art scene through quality exhibitions, non-profit events, 
auctions, and an active community programme. Fann A Porter has locations 
in Dubai, UAE and Amman, Jordan. 

The Dubai gallery is based at The Workshop, a unique inter-disciplinary 
community space consisting of a cafe, art gallery, sustainable store and 
design space, providing visitors with  a diversified artistic and cultural 
experience.  Bathed in natural sunlight with its garden, The Workshop is 
located in the heart of Jumeirah in Dubai.  

Fann A Porter Amman is located at Manara Arts & Culture, a creative hub 
and social space in the heart of Jabal Al Lweibdeh. 

ART GALLERY AT

Dubai Head Office

Villa 45, Street 23B, Jumeirah 2, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
fann@theworkshopdubai.com 
+971 4 341 2595
P.O. Box 215457 Dubai, United Arab Emirates
www.fannaporter.com

Amman Branch

Manara Arts and Culture, Dirar Ben Al-Azwar, St. 56, Amman, Jordan
amman@fannaporter.com 
+962 79 716 7022
www.fannaporter.com


